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THIS BOOK [the Bible] contains the mind of God, the state of man, the way of salvation, the doom of
sinners, and the happiness of believers. Its doctrines are holy, its precepts are binding, its histories are true,
and its decisions are immutable. Read it to be wise, believe it to be safe, and practice it to be holy. It contains
light to direct you, food to support you, and comfort to cheer you. It is the traveler’s map, the pilgrim’s staff,
the pilot’s compass, the soldier’s sword, heaven opened, and the gates of hell disclosed. Christ is its grand
object, our good its design, and the glory of God its end. It should fill the memory, rule the heart, and guide
the feet. Read it slowly, frequently, and prayerfully. It is a mine of wealth, a paradise of glory, and a river of
pleasure. It is given you in life, will be opened in judgment, and be remembered forever. It involves the
highest responsibilities, will reward the greatest labor, and will condemn all who trifle with its sacred
contents.

~Author Unknown

Course: The Book of Books

Lesson 1:  The Bible: Its Uniqueness

Lesson 2:  Can I Understand the Bible?

Lesson 3: How to Read the Bible

Lesson 4:  Bible Translations

Lesson 5:  Bible Geography

Lesson 6:  Bible Customs

Lesson 7:  The Old Testament Books

Lesson 8: The New Testament Books

Lesson 9:  Bible Measurements

Lesson 10: Books That Help in Studying the Bible
Lesson 11: The Joy of Discovery in Bible Study
Lesson 12: Bible Criticism

Lesson 13: How We Got Our Bible

These lessons come from the kindness and diligence of those at Middletown Bible Church in
Connecticut. The lessons are designed to be used with a King James Version of the Bible.



LESSON &
THE NEW TESTAMENT BOOKS

This lesson discusses how the New Testament books fit together.

There are six New Testament books that are historical in nature and they advance the historical flow. These are
the four gospels, the Book of Acts, and Revelation.

The four gospels present four views of the life of Christ, covering mainly the last three-and-a-half years of our
Lord’s life, with special emphasis on the last week of our Lord’s life. The Book of Acts is a history of the early
church. Within the framework of this book, most of the New Testament was written. Acts 1:8 is the key verse
to show the spread of the gospel. This verse also serves as an outline of the Book of Acts. We will be showing
when the various New Testament books were written in relationship to the Book of Acts. Revelation is a
prophetic book, and it may be considered historical only in the sense that it foretells future historical events—
especially events that will take place in the future tribulation period (Revelation chapters 4-19), the second
coming of Christ (chapter 19), the thousand-year kingdom of Christ (chapter 20), and the new heavens and
new earth (chapters 21-22). Prophecy is history written in advance. A historian writes about what happened in
the past; a prophet tells about what will happen in the future.

Prophecy, history written
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The only letters of Paul that were not written during the events of the Book of Acts were 1 Timothy, Titus, and
2 Timothy. These books were all written after Paul’s first Roman imprisonment (which we read about in Acts
28).

We will now take a more detailed look at the New Testament books that were written during the time of the
Book of Acts. The first part of the Book of Acts has Peter as the main character (chapters 1-12). The last part
of the Book of Acts has Paul as the main character (chapters 13-28).



THE BOOK OF ACTS

I 1 I i i 1 ¥
Date (A.D.) = 45 a7 50 51 53 57 62
Peter Paul
(7] -] ]
- o -
E] — =3
& = el I = 2 E
t]l. @95|l= Sh& os|2 3|3 2| T
= s = B o : E = e 2|® o | i Ex| =
4 2 12 38| 3F|l= Ss|lz =s3|¢ 3F|¥® g =
- I ¥ ™ 5| @ p o= == I 2ol m 3 &
F d E.g&_ e =] - = | 2 2l = @3-5 g5 "
g ¥ 3 3R =3Flh = o 2
: E 3|2 3 m 3
< £
I
Ephesians
1 Thess. Philippians
James m Colossians
Philemon
Mote: Galatians may have bean written 1 Cor.
earlier, perhaps during the second missionary 2 Cor.
journey, Bible scholars differ on this.
Galatians
Romans

Acts 1:8 could be called “the Book of Acts in a nutshell.” In this verse Christ taught that His
be:

1. InJerusalem — The starting point (see Luke 24:49; Acts 2 through Acts 7)

o

In all Judea — The home of the Jews (Acts 8:1-4)

3. In Samaria — The home of the Samaritans (Acts 8:5-25)

>

Unto the uttermost part of the earth — The home of the Gentiles (Acts 8:26-28)

would



The following books were written after the events of the Book of Acts had been completed:
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Let us now briefly consider each of the New Testament books. The four gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and
John) all emphasize the three-and-a-half years of our Lord’s public ministry. The main focus is upon His death
and resurrection and the events leading up to our Lord’s passion and triumph over death. Each of the gospels
has its own unique emphasis as the chart on the following page shows.



Matthew

Presents Christ as KING
(the Prophesied King)

Key Verse: Matthew 2:2
"King of the Jews"

PURPLE (Exodus 26:36)~the color of
Kingship (Rovalty).

LION (Ezekiel 1:10; Rev. 1:7)--the king of
heasts

Written especially for the Jews

Mark

Presents Christ as SERVANT
(the Obedient Servant)

Key Verse: Mark 10:45
"The Son of man came, not to be ministered

unto but to minister (serve) and to give His
life a ransom for many"

SCARLET (Exodus 26:36)--the color of
blood: the servant must give His life.

OX (Ezekiel 1:10)—the sacrificial animal

Written especially for the Romans

Luke

Presents Christ as Man
(the Perfect Man)

Key Verse: Luke 19:10
"Son of man"

WHITE (Exodus 26:36)-the color of purity:
He is the sinless, pure, perfect Man.

MAN (Ezekiel 1:10)--His perfect
Humm an ity

| Written especially for the Greeks

John

Presents Christ as God
(the Divine Son)

Key Verse: John 20:31
"Son of God"

BLUE (Exodus 26:36)-the heavenly color:
He is the One who came down from heaven

EAGLE (Ezekiel 1:10)--the bird from the
heavens

Written for the whole world

They all point to that ONE, BLESSED PERSON
the LORD JESUS CHRIST, the SAVIOUR, the SON OF GOD!




Acts is a continuation of Jesus’ doing and teaching (Acts 1:1) as carried out in and through the church, which
began on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2). Peter is the key person in chapters 1-12; Paul is the key person in
chapters 13-28.

Revelation gives a remarkable view of prophetic events. The key verse and outline of the book is Revelation
1:19. Chapters 2-3 deal with the churches. Chapters 4-22 are all future, dealing with the tribulation (4-19), the
second coming (19), the kingdom (20), and the eternal state (21-22).

James is probably the earliest New Testament letter. It was written by the Lord’s half-brother, the son of Joseph
and Mary and the brother of Jude. It is a very practical book, showing the need to be “doers of the Word,” and
to demonstrate by our works that our faith is real.

Galatians is against legalism (legalism involves putting believers under the law either for justification or for
sanctification). The law cannot justify; neither can it sanctify. The law can show us that we are unholy, but it
can never make us holy. The key to living the Christian life is not found at Mount Sinai, but it is found at Mount
Calvary (Romans 6; Galatians 2:20).

1 and 2 Thessalonians are among Paul’s earliest letters. They were written to new believers to establish them
in the faith and to strengthen them in the midst of persecution. In 1 Thessalonians, every chapter ends with a
mention of the Lord’s coming for His own (the rapture; compare John 14:3).

1 Corinthians addresses a problem in each chapter that Paul seeks to correct. Believers can be off base
doctrinally (in what they believe) and practically (in how they behave). Correction is possible, but only through
God’s infallible Word (1 Timothy 3:16).

2 Corinthians is Paul’s most personal letter. In it we learn much about this unique servant of God and the kind
of heart and devotion to Christ he had.

Romans presents the Gospel of God and is a doctrinal masterpiece.

Ephesians presents how rich we are in Christ because of God’s grace. In this book, we learn about God’s
mystery (a precious secret hidden in the heart of God for centuries, but now revealed to His saints). Ephesians is
also rich in truth pertaining to God’s precious church, which is His body.

Philippians is about rejoicing in the Lord regardless of circumstances.

Colossians presents Christ as the preeminent One (Colossians 1:18). He is everything the believer needs (the
all-sufficient Savior).

Philemon introduces us to a slave whom Paul led to the Lord in prison.
1 Timothy speaks of God-fearing conduct in the local assembly (1 Timothy 3:15).

Titus (along with 1 Timothy) was written following Paul’s first imprisonment. It is one of three of Paul’s
pastoral letters (along with 1 Timothy and 2 Timothy).

2 Timothy finds Paul bound during his second Roman imprisonment and about to die for his faith. These are
Paul’s last recorded words.

1 Peter deals with suffering saints.



2 Peter contains Peter’s last recorded words before his death.

Hebrews is God’s great encouragement to grow up in Christ by continuing in the faith and not drawing back.
God keeps His believers on the right path by giving them strong encouragements (such as the faith chapter in
Hebrews 11) and also by giving them strong warnings (Hebrews 6 and 10).

Jude shows us the need to earnestly contend for the faith, God’s body of truth (verse 3). This book is a strong
warning against apostates. It has been called “The Acts of the Apostates.” It also gives comfort and
encouragement to true believers (especially the last several verses).

1 John was written so that believers might have joy and assurance of salvation (1 John 1:4; 1 John 5:13).
2 John shows who we should not receive or support (negative hospitality: “receive them not”).
3 John shows who we should receive and support (positive hospitality: “receive them”).

This concludes our brief summary of the 27 New Testament books and how they fit together in light of the
historical books—especially the Book of Acts. May the glories of our Lord Jesus Christ be clearly seen as we
study these amazing, God-inspired books.
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